
 
Our Position on In-Home Private Learning Pods 
 
As we all share a strong desire for enabling in-person student contact with faculty and peers, and 
encouraging actions that will hasten this, Wildwood joins many other schools in recommending against the 
creation of in-home “learning pods.” According to the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 
(LACDPH), minimizing contact with those outside our own households is key to mitigating the spread of 
COVID-19 and our best hope for having students and teachers allowed to return to onsite teaching and 
learning as soon as possible.  
 
Please limit contact between your child(ren) and other students who are not part of your family. This 
request was put forth in our Return-to-Campus Agreement, and reinforced by the latest guidance from the 
LACDPH on Sept. 1, 2020 in the following statement:  
 

“There continues to be widespread transmission of the virus in L.A. County, which is why it is 
important not to gather with people who aren’t part of your household as it puts you at a greater risk 
for COVID-19. It is still safest to stay at home and avoid gatherings, even if everyone present is taking 
precautions. 
 
The following examples of in-person gatherings are not permitted, even if they feel safe: celebrating 
the new arrival of a baby with a baby shower or gender reveal party; having a barbeque with a group 
of friends in the backyard for Labor Day; hosting a study group with school students; having dinner 
with extended family and friends to honor the High Holidays (Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur); gathering 
at the beach with friends over the hot weekend. These types of gatherings are risky as they bring 
together people who do not live together and increase the chances of community transmission.”   
 
Source: http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/phcommon/public/media/mediapubhpdetail.cfm?prid=2628 

 
Beyond health considerations, pods can also lead to additional unintended negative consequences regarding 
issues of equity and inclusion, as members of our community who may not have the means or access to 
create a pod might not be able to freely participate. 
 
Teachers have worked hard over the summer to deepen their own learning and practices to support 
connection-building and meaningful learning in a context that continues to be necessary, if not ideal. 
Wildwood School teachers’ focus is creating safe and engaging learning spaces within Wildwood’s program, 
both offsite and onsite. Although teachers will continue to collaborate with fellow Wildwood teachers and 
colleagues, they cannot do so with third-parties outside our community. This includes collaborating, guiding, 
or providing resources to tutors, home-sponsored pod teachers, or other adults who might want access to 
the curriculum ahead of time or in a special format to accommodate their needs. Wildwood School teachers’ 
focus must remain on the students in their charge.  
 
If any student needs additional support or strategies in our offsite learning model, we invite families to 
connect with the division director, academic services coordinator, and/or counselor so we can partner 
together in strategies that might work best for your child. 
 
Finally, Wildwood cannot prioritize requests to keep pods together once we return to campus. Cohorts are 
built on the best in-person classroom makeup as determined by the teacher(s) and administrators. 
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